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influence in order the their decisions to be
completely just and based only on the laws
and facts of the cases.

When going to trial over serious, life chang-
ing issues, a litigant must be assured of the
right to be treated fairly. When a judge sits in
the position to over-turn the decision of an-
other judge who is a close relative sitting on
a panel of judges, the litigant clearly is going
to question the impartiality and fairness of the
final court decision. Preventing close family
members from serving on the same court is a
small price to pay to avoid the appearance of
a loss of credibility of our court system.

This bill passed unanimously out of the Sen-
ate yesterday. I encourage my colleagues to
support this bill and help uphold the just char-
acter and composition of one of our most re-
vered institutions. I want to thank Chairman
COBLE for allowing the expeditious consider-
ation of this measure and urge my colleagues
to support its passage.

b 2230

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
WILSON). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Arizona
(Mr. COBLE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 1892,
as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BILLS TO BE
CONSIDERED UNDER SUSPEN-
SION OF THE RULES ON THURS-
DAY, OCTOBER 8, 1998

Mr. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to H. Res. 575, I announce the
following suspensions to be considered
tomorrow:

H. Con. Res. 335, H1–B Technical Cor-
rections;

H. Con. Res. 334, Taiwan World
Health Organization;

and H. Con. Res. 302, Recognizing the
Importance of Children and Families.

f

CRIME IDENTIFICATION
TECHNOLOGY ACT OF 1998

Mr. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill (S. 2022) to provide for the
improvement of interstate criminal
justice identification, information,
communications, and forensics, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
S. 2022

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. TABLE OF CONTENTS.
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TITLE I—CRIME IDENTIFICATION
TECHNOLOGY ACT OF 1998

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Crime Iden-

tification Technology Act of 1998’’.
SEC. 102. STATE GRANT PROGRAM FOR CRIMINAL

JUSTICE IDENTIFICATION, INFOR-
MATION, AND COMMUNICATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availabil-
ity of amounts provided in advance in appro-
priations Acts, the Office of Justice Pro-
grams relying principally on the expertise of
the Bureau of Justice Statistics shall make
a grant to each State, in a manner consist-
ent with the national criminal history im-
provement program, which shall be used by
the State, in conjunction with units of local
government, State and local courts, other
States, or combinations thereof, to establish
or upgrade an integrated approach to develop
information and identification technologies
and systems to—

(1) upgrade criminal history and criminal
justice record systems, including systems op-
erated by law enforcement agencies and
courts;

(2) improve criminal justice identification;
(3) promote compatibility and integration

of national, State, and local systems for—
(A) criminal justice purposes;
(B) firearms eligibility determinations;
(C) identification of sexual offenders;
(D) identification of domestic violence of-

fenders; and
(E) background checks for other authorized

purposes unrelated to criminal justice; and
(4) capture information for statistical and

research purposes to improve the adminis-
tration of criminal justice.

(b) USE OF GRANT AMOUNTS.—Grants under
this section may be used for programs to es-
tablish, develop, update, or upgrade—

(1) State centralized, automated, adult and
juvenile criminal history record information

systems, including arrest and disposition re-
porting;

(2) automated fingerprint identification
systems that are compatible with standards
established by the National Institute of
Standards and Technology and interoperable
with the Integrated Automated Fingerprint
Identification System (IAFIS) of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation;

(3) finger imaging, live scan, and other
automated systems to digitize fingerprints
and to communicate prints in a manner that
is compatible with standards established by
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology and interoperable with systems
operated by States and by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation;

(4) programs and systems to facilitate full
participation in the Interstate Identification
Index of the National Crime Information
Center;

(5) systems to facilitate full participation
in any compact relating to the Interstate
Identification Index of the National Crime
Information Center;

(6) systems to facilitate full participation
in the national instant criminal background
check system established under section
103(b) of the Brady Handgun Violence Pre-
vention Act (18 U.S.C. 922 note) for firearms
eligibility determinations;

(7) integrated criminal justice information
systems to manage and communicate crimi-
nal justice information among law enforce-
ment agencies, courts, prosecutors, and cor-
rections agencies;

(8) noncriminal history record information
systems relevant to firearms eligibility de-
terminations for availability and accessibil-
ity to the national instant criminal back-
ground check system established under sec-
tion 103(b) of the Brady Handgun Violence
Prevention Act (18 U.S.C. 922 note);

(9) court-based criminal justice informa-
tion systems that promote—

(A) reporting of dispositions to central
State repositories and to the Federal Bureau
of Investigation; and

(B) compatibility with, and integration of,
court systems with other criminal justice in-
formation systems;

(10) ballistics identification and informa-
tion programs that are compatible and inte-
grated with the National Integrated Ballis-
tics Network (NIBN);

(11) the capabilities of forensic science pro-
grams and medical examiner programs relat-
ed to the administration of criminal justice,
including programs leading to accreditation
or certification of individuals or depart-
ments, agencies, or laboratories, and pro-
grams relating to the identification and
analysis of deoxyribonucleic acid;

(12) sexual offender identification and reg-
istration systems;

(13) domestic violence offender identifica-
tion and information systems;

(14) programs for fingerprint-supported
background checks capability for noncrimi-
nal justice purposes, including youth service
employees and volunteers and other individ-
uals in positions of responsibility, if author-
ized by Federal or State law and adminis-
tered by a government agency;

(15) criminal justice information systems
with a capacity to provide statistical and re-
search products including incident-based re-
porting systems that are compatible with
the National Incident-Based Reporting Sys-
tem (NIBRS) and uniform crime reports; and

(16) multiagency, multijurisdictional com-
munications systems among the States to
share routine and emergency information
among Federal, State, and local law enforce-
ment agencies.

(c) ASSURANCES.—
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